Dearly beloved, we are gathered here today in the presence of God and before these witnesses; we have come together to unite Christopher Smith and Carolyn Bannon in holy matrimony.

This most blessed and lasting of human relationships was first celebrated in the Garden of Eden when God saw that it was not good for man to live alone.  Therefore, He created woman and gave her to him to be his companion, his wife.  

Shall we pray.

   God our Father, upon these two loved ones, we pray your blessing.  Grant these moments to be filled with divine and sacred meaning, that they may be able to look back on them through all the years to come, and know this was a good hour, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

And now, Christopher and Carolyn – freely and admittedly you have chosen each other as partners for life, will you please face each other and join your hands?  
Marriage is the joining of two people – the union of two hearts.  It lives on the love you give each other and never grows old, but thrives on the joy of each new day…Marriage is love.  May you always be blessed in your hearts with the wonder of this special day.  May you always be able to talk things over, to confide in each other, to laugh with each other, to enjoy life together, and may you share moments of quiet and peace, when the day is done.  May you be blessed with a lifetime of happiness.

The vows you take this day will be sacred above any other words, and that your lives hereafter shall be bound together unbroken.  The security of your marriage will rest in the true purposes of your hearts, in your character, in the perseverance of your devotion, and in the love of God.

Do you, Christopher, take Carolyn, to be your lawfully wedded wife, to love, honor, cherish, comfort and keep her, and to be faithful and true, so long as you both shall live?    
Do you, Carolyn, take Christopher, to be your lawfully wedded husband, to love, honor, cherish, comfort and keep him and to be faithful and true, so long as you both shall live?
Christopher and Carolyn, you have come here today, not only to state, but to also seal your mutual promises of commitment.  The wedding ring reminds us of the purity of your love for each other, and formed into a circle, having neither beginning nor end, it reminds us of the permanence of your marriage relationship.  Let us bless these promises by the giving and receiving of rings.

Christopher, take this ring and place it on Carolyn’s finger and repeat to her these words of commitment after me.  
I, Christopher, take you Carolyn
To be my wife,

To love you and cherish you, 

To help you and honor you,

To give you understanding and comfort

In whatever the future may bring

With this ring I thee wed.

Carolyn, likewise, take this ring and place it on Christopher’s finger and repeat to him these same words of commitment after me.  

I Carolyn, take you Christopher, 
To be my husband, 
to love you and cherish you, 

To help you and honor you,

To give you understanding and comfort

In whatever the future may bring

With this ring I thee wed.

1 Corinthians 13:13  instructs us to abideth in faith, hope, love, and the greatest of these is love.
Will you please bow your heads?
Dear Lord, please grant your blessing upon this couple.  Help them to live in kindness, have patience with one another, love each other, and always in the willingness to forgive and that they may find true happiness within each other.  When they are together, may their love be to them an inspiration, and when they are apart, may their love be to them as a light in the darkness.  Teach them to live together that they may have the blessing of eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Upon taking of your vows and the giving and receiving of these rings, by the authority vested in me by the State of Indiana, I now pronounce you husband and wife.  

You may now kiss your bride.

Family and friends, it is my pleasure to introduce to you for the first time:
Mr. And Mrs. Christopher Mayer.

Wedding-unity candle


