Ceremony of Marriage

Between

Welcome to Family and Friends:


“On behalf of Julie and Jim, welcome and thank you being here to witness this special event in these lovely surroundings.  You are the most important people in their lives, and they are honored by your presence.  Their wedding is of greater significance because it is more than the union of two people deeply in love.  Indeed, you have been granted the privilege of witnessing the creation of a family, a young, enthusiastic, and beautiful family to be comprised of Jim, Julie, and Abygail.  With that, I invite you to look around so you may remember this gazebo, those present, and the words to be spoken.”

Introduction:


“Marriage is the highest of human relationships.  A wedding is the occasion that declares publicly the intention of a man and woman to enter this relationship together.  It is the celebration of the highest we know in love—the pledging of the deepest fidelity—the expression of the highest aspiration.  A relationship so profound must not be entered into casually, but thoughtfully and deliberately.


“Nothing is easier than saying words and nothing harder than living them day after day.  What you promise today must be renewed each and every day of your marriage.


“Real love is something beyond the warmth and glow, the excitement and romance of being deeply in love.  It is caring as much about the welfare and happiness of your marriage partner as about your own.  But real love is not total absorption in each other; it is looking outward in the same direction—together.”

Presentation of the Bride by the Person Escorting Her:


“Who presents this woman to be married to this man?”

Vows:


(Bride and groom face each other and hold hands.)

“Jim, please repeat after me, I, Jim, take you, Julie, to be my lawful wedded wife, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better or worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health, forsaking all others, to love and to cherish for as long as we both shall live.


“Julie, please repeat after me.  I, Julie, take you, Jim, to be my lawful wedded husband, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better or worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health, forsaking all others, to love and to cherish for as long as we both shall live.”


“And Jim, do you take Aby as your daughter; do you promise to love her as every daughter deserves to be loved; to hold her when she needs a hug; to protect her; to guide her; to respect her; to counsel her when she makes mistakes; and, finally, to let her go with your blessing when she is ready for womanhood?  If so, please signify by saying, ‘I do.’”


“And now Abygail, do you take Jim as your daddy; do you promise to love him as daddies need to be loved; to respect and obey him; to laugh and cry with him; to always remember him for volunteering to do all the wonderful things he is going to do for you; and to hold him when he needs a hug?  If so, please signify by saying, ‘I do.’”

Rings:

“Are there symbols of your love and devotion?”  (Wait for response.)  “In 1737 a colonial Virginia author wrote these words:  ‘Ever wear the Wedding-Ring, for in it is more Virtue than many apprehend:  If your Temper should be suddenly ruffled…look upon it, mind who gave it, where you receiv’d it, and what pass’d at the Solemn Occasion.’  Indeed, the wedding ring is an outward and visible sign of an inward union of hearts.  Jim, I invite you to place the ring upon the finger of Julie and repeat:  ‘With this ring, I thee wed.  Its unending circle is a symbol of my unending love for you.’  And, Julie, I invite you to place the ring upon the finger of Jim and repeat:  ‘With this ring, I thee wed.  Its unending circle is a symbol of my unending love for you.”

Pronouncement:


“We have heard from these persons the acceptance of the solemn and significant vows of marriage.  We recognize and respect the covenants you have made.  It is not an official standing before you that makes your marriage real, but the honesty and sincerity of what you have said and done here.


“On behalf of those present and by the authority vested in me, and in accordance with the laws of the State of Indiana, I pronounce you husband and wife.  And now, having joined these two together in marriage, let no one seek to part that union.  You may now seal your vows with a kiss.”

Presentation:


“From this time forward it will not be I, it will be we; it will not be my, it will be our; it will not be me, it will be us.  Thank you for sharing this magnificent occasion with us.  We wish you peace and love and joy, forever.


“And now, ladies and gentlemen, it is my pleasure to be the first to present and introduce James and Julie Flamini, husband and wife, and their daughter Abygail.” 

Wed vows with child


